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Discussion Questions 

“The Wonder” by Emma Donoghue 
 
 

 
1. How would you describe Lib Wright (consider the name, perhaps)—especially 

when we first meet her? How does she approach her move to Ireland, the 
people, superstitions, and the food?  When does it become evident that there is 
part of Lib's past she is not revealing to us? How reliable of a narrator is she? 
 

2. What about Anna O'Donnell? How does she differ from expectations, both yours 
and Lib's? When Lib first sees her, what is the state of Anna's health—does Lib 
find her as healthy as everyone claims she is? 
 

3. Talk about the very complicated reasons for Anna's fasting. Is Anna too young to 
understand her decision? What responsibility do the family and the church have 
for Anna? What about the doctor's role?  
 

4. As the days pass and Anna's condition deteriorates, Liz begins to feel she may 
be complicit in girl's demise. Is she? 
 

5. The novel brings up basic philosophical and religious questions, one of which is 
what it means to give up the most vital necessity of life in the name of something 
greater than yourself. Is it admirable, mad, selfish, or narcissistic? 
 

6. The journalist asks Lib if she has "ever put to Ana, fair and square, that she must 
eat." Has Lib done so? 
 

7. The novel has a gothic feel to it: spooky, menacing, and even harrowing. What 
makes for the sinister atmosphere that pervades the novel? 
 

8. Discuss the book's title. What are the multiple meanings of “The Wonder”? 
 
 
 

The above questions were created by LitLovers. For supplemental information about 
this book, in addition to tips and tricks for running a book club, please visit 

www.litlovers.com. 
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Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 
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