Book Club in a Bag
Discussion Questions
“Stranger” by David Bergen
1. “Stranger” echoes many literary classics, such as “Beowulf” and “Paradise Lost”, in a
modern setting. What is your impression of the author’s implementation of these
literary archetypes intertwined with modern issues?
2. This novel explores how easy it is for people to be unaware of other cultures. Do you
think this is an accurate reflection of society? What does this reveal about North
American culture?
3. Íso has been assigned as Susan’s keeper as she tries to conceive a baby, and yet
Íso is having an affair with Eric. This relationship is further complicated when Íso
conceives a baby. Discuss the relationship between Íso, Eric, Susan.
4. What is the symbolism of Íso begin defined as a keeper?
5. Though Bergen has created a passionate relationship between Eric and Íso, it is
clear this relationship will not endure. Discuss the challenges Eric and Íso face.
6. Bergen has incorporated very selective Spanish words into his dialogue. What impact
does this have on the narrative and your reading of the text?
7. Bergen’s writing is critical of the entitlement of the rich. Discuss the novel’s
commentary on the division between the rich and the poor.
8. Íso illegally travels to the U.S.A. from Mexico to try to rescue her daughter. How does
this novel depict the underworld Íso experiences? What social commentaries is
Bergen making?
9. What is the significance of the title?
10. What is the significance of the book being divided into 9 chapters? Do you feel the
final chapter offers any sense of hope?

These questions were created by Clarington Public Library staff to enhance your
discussion of the book.

Book Club in a Bag
Terms of Use
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! These kits contain 12
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a
discussion guide.
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request
Form.
Booking a Kit





Booking may be made up to a year in advance
Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability
Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm
your booking.
Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date.

Terms of Loan









12 copies are included in each kit
6 week loan period.
$3.00 per day late fee.
No renewals.
Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch.
Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior
drop box.
All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card.
The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for:
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members;
and
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or
lost book varies depending on the item.

