Book Club in a Bag
Discussion Questions
“Live By Night” by Dennis Lehane
1. “Live by Night” begins with Joe Coughlin in a tub of cement surrounded by armed
men on a boat heading out to sea. How does this opening foreshadow the story that
unfolds?
2. Joe, the youngest son of Thomas Coughlin, a high-ranking member of the Boston
Police Department, was born into a socially respected and accomplished family. How
did he fall into a life of crime?
3. Talk about Prohibition America as it is portrays in “Live by Night.” Do you see any
similarities with twenty-first-century America? Why does Joe thrive in this world?
4. Joe's first boss, Tim Hickey, tells him, "the people we service, they visit the night. But
we live in it. They rent what we own." What is the "night"? What is the significance of
the title “Live by Night”?
5. Throughout the story, Joe insists that he isn't a gangster, he's an outlaw. How does
he define each? Do you think they are different? If Joe isn't a gangster, who is?
6. Thomas Coughlin gives Joe his beloved pocket watch. Why? What significance does
the watch hold for both father and son? Do you think Joe will pass the watch down to
his own child?
7. How does Joe's life change when he meets Graciela? What draws the two together?
Does she remind him of Emma? What does she offer him that the night does not?
8. Joe occasionally dreams of a panther. What does the animal represent and when
does it appear to him?
9. Religious revivals and bootleg liquor were embraced throughout the 1930s. What
draws people to either or both during hard times like the Depression?

The above questions were taken from HarperCollins Canada. Live by Night: Book
Overview. http://c36efb0e77d3f603c85fe0a47ada9ef95f2c97a4e2339424967d.r45.cf2.rackcdn.com/reading-guides/RG9780060004897.pdf

Book Club in a Bag
Terms of Use
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! These kits contain 12
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a
discussion guide.
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request
Form.
Booking a Kit





Booking may be made up to a year in advance
Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability
Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm
your booking.
Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date.

Terms of Loan









12 copies are included in each kit
6 week loan period.
$3.00 per day late fee.
No renewals.
Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch.
Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior
drop box.
All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card.
The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for:
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members;
and
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or
lost book varies depending on the item.

