
 

Book Club in a Bag 
Discussion Questions  

The Last Thing He Told Me 
by Laura Dave 

 
1. Consider the quotes that open each part of the book. What connects them? 

What relation do they have to each part of the story? 
 

2. Consider the choice of narrator. How does the narrator shape our 
understanding of the contours of this story?  

 
3.  In the prologue of the book, Hannah recalls that on their second date, Owen 

grilled her about the “could-have-been boys” of her past, “the men I’d left 
behind, the men who had left me.” In what ways is Owen one of those “could-
have-been boys”? 

 
4. Discuss the message that Owen sends to Hannah before he disappears. 

What does Owen mean by “Protect her”? How does Hannah interpret 
Owen’s request?  

 
5. We learn early on that Hannah’s mother left her when she was young. How 

is this similar to and different from the absence of Bailey’s mother? How 
does it compare to the way Owen leaves Hannah and Bailey? 

 
6. Hannah realizes that Owen isn’t running for just any reason, but that “he’s 

running from something he’s terrified of.” Did you have any theories about 
what Owen was running from, and did the real answer surprise you? What 
are some things that might make you drop everything and run the same way 
Owen did? 

 
7. Grady tries to impress upon Hannah the reality of transitioning into WITSEC, 

outlining what she and Bailey would need to leave behind to start their new 
lives. Imagine what that might be like for you and your family. What names 
would you choose? What jobs, hobbies, or identifying activities would you 
have to give up? How would you make a life for yourself? 

 
 

The above questions were taken from www.readinggroupguides.com for your 
discussion of the book.  

http://www.readinggroupguides.com/
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Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  Visit our website at 
www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the 
availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request Form. 

Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 

Terms of Loan 

• This kit includes 12 regular print copies and 1 audiobook copy 

• 6-week loan period 

• No renewals 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

• Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one member’s card. 

• The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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