
 

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

“A House in the Sky” 
by Amanda Lindhout, Sarah Corbett 
 
 

1. Above all else, Amanda identifies herself as a traveler, an identity born out of her 
childhood obsession with National Geographic. Why do you think National 
Geographic had such a large impact on her? 

2. On page 14, Amanda discusses sneaking into an amusement park after dark, with a 
childhood friend. How does this childhood memory reflect Amanda’s experience 
traveling to foreign countries and unknown places? Is part of the thrill of travel 
related to risk?  

3. Amanda’s first trip, to South America, initially disappoints her because Caracas 
doesn’t “feel foreign”. What does this demonstrate about the different ways people 
travel?  

4. During this trip to South America, Amanda confronts the experience of venturing off 
the beaten path, and defines the feeling of the frontier as “a knifepoint between 
elation and terror” (p. 36). How will this balance come to define her travels?  

5. The memory of cutting her friend Kelly’s hair will become one of the things that 
sustains Amanda throughout her captivity. Why do you think this memory sticks with 
her?  

6. In Dhaka, Amanda experiences what she sees as the “beautiful” side of Islam, but 
also confronts the dangers inherent in being a solo female traveler in that particular 
place. How does this dichotomy influence her experiences in captivity?  

7. Why do you think Amanda and Nigel have such different takes how to best manage 
their captivity? What do you think are some of the advantages and disadvantages of 
each method?  

8. How did reading A House in the Sky change your understanding of the role 
fundamentalist religion can play in a war-torn society? How did it change your 
perception of Somalia? What surprised you most in your reading? 

 

The above questions were taken from Simon & Schuster, Reading Group Guide.   
www.simonandschuster.ca/books/A-House-in-the-Sky/Amanda-

Lindhout/9781451651690/reading_group_guide   

http://www.simonandschuster.ca/books/A-House-in-the-Sky/Amanda-Lindhout/9781451651690/reading_group_guide
http://www.simonandschuster.ca/books/A-House-in-the-Sky/Amanda-Lindhout/9781451651690/reading_group_guide


 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

