
 

Book Club in a Bag  
Discussion Questions 

“The Girls” 
by Emma Cline 

 
 

1. Evie’s life is impacted by many circumstances from her childhood besides the 
communal group she met when she was 14. Can you identify some of them based 
on her thoughts and actions in the book? 

2. What Evie experiences after her separation from Connie is a life changing 
experience in and of itself. In one scene of the book, she describes drinking martinis 
and vomiting to try and rid herself of the loneliness she feels. Discuss any memories 
of adolescence you can remember and the vulnerability you may have felt. 

3. Evie pities her mother. Even as a young girl, she has some understanding of the 
humiliation her mother endured from her father. How do you think this may have 
coloured her perception of what love is? 

4. Discuss Evie’s relationship to her father. Do you know any men who are similar in 
their parenting style (i.e., avoidance of parenting)? 

5. Why do you think Evie is so drawn to Suzanne? 

6. The book is an obvious reference to Charles Manson and his followers. Why do you 
think some people are attracted to a man like Russell to the point where they would 
do anything for him? 

7. Do you think there is any hope for Evie after reading the book? How could she find 
happiness in her life? 

8. Did you enjoy the book? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
 

The above questions were taken from LitLovers, Reading Guides.  
www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/10664-girls-cline   

http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/10664-girls-cline


 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

