Book Club in a Bag
Discussion Questions
Boat People
by Sharon Bala
1. What is the significance of the title?
2. Bala has said that she wrote the novel as a “meditation on empathy.” Discuss
how the novel explores both the need for empathy as well as how it is tested.
3. The novel is told through the perspectives of three characters: Priya, Grace,
and Mahindan. What do you think the reader gains by having access to these
different points of view? What do each of these perspectives bring to the
story?
4. Examine the relationships between the parents and their children. What
sacrifices have these parents made for their children? What expectations do
the parents have in turn for their children?
5. Kumi is suffering from Alzheimer’s. In what ways does her illness reflect some
of the book’s themes?
6. Has your perspective on immigrants and refugees changed after reading this
book? Is there anything you now see differently?
7. Did you think Mahindan should be allowed to stay throughout the novel? At
what points did you waver one way or the other? How do you feel in the end?
8. Consider the book’s epigraph by Martin Luther King Jr.: “We may have all
come on different ships, but we’re in the same boat now.” How does this
epigraph relate to the plot or set the stage for the themes explored in the
book?
9. Discuss the book’s ending. Why do you think the author chose to end the book
when she does?

The above questions were adapted from http://sharonbala.com/discussion-questions/ to
enhance your discussion of the book.

Book Club in a Bag
Terms of Use
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! These kits contain 12
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a
discussion guide.
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request
Form.
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Booking may be made up to a year in advance
Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability
Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm
your booking.
Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date.
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12 copies are included in each kit
6 week loan period.
$3.00 per day late fee.
No renewals.
Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch.
Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior
drop box.
All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card.
The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for:
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members;
and
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or
lost book varies depending on the item.

