
Parade Parade 
Tradition!Tradition!

Every year Clarington is host to 
several Santa Claus parades. 

The Bowmanville Santa Claus 
Parade has been celebrated 

since 1961, the first annual event 
bringing out 20,000 people! 

The parades have become a 
traditional marker that the holiday 

season is arriving, bringing 
together the young and the old to 
endure the chilly winter weather. 

Clarington councillors
received their first look at
next year’s municipal budget
requirements at a special com-
mittee meeting held on Friday
morning at the Beech Centre.
Councillors were briefed on
what the departmental
requirements will be in 2013.

A tax increase of 2.33 per-
cent will be required to
address all the needs of the
municipal departments and
the items council already gave
pre budget approval to. If the
budget as presented on Friday
is approved by council in the
New Year, Clarington proper-
ty taxpayers would see an
increase of $23.30 on the
local government portion of
the property tax bill.

The greatest impact on the
2013 municipal budget is
salary and wage increases for
municipal staff and Ontario
Municipal Employees
Retirement System (OMERS)
contributions which com-
bined will cost taxpayers an
additional $1.1 million.
Proposed capital projects
include the Green Road grade
separation at the railway south
of highway two for a total cost
of $8 million. Other high tick-
et items include $3 million for
the first phase of Waterfront

Park at East Beach in Port
Darlington and $1.5 million
for an artificial turf sports
field.

Director of Finance, Ms.
Nancy Taylor included a
schedule of optional items to
be considered in the 2013

budget, in her presentation to
council members. This sched-
ule would add another 3.7
percent to the budget if all

eight items on the list were
approved. These optional
items include $80,000 for
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With the lowest turnout in
the riding of Durham ever, a
majority of people voted to
send Erin O’Toole, son of
local Member of Provincial
Parliament (MPP) John
O’Toole, to Ottawa.

In a press release given to
the Orono Weekly Times on
Monday night, Conservative
candidate and Member of
Parliament-elect O’Toole is
quoted as saying, “I am thank-

ful for the opportunity to rep-
resent our region’s interests. I
will be a passionate and rea-
soned voice in bringing jobs
to Durham.”

In the same release,
O’Toole says, “I am honoured
to serve all the residents of
Durham and I will do my
utmost to serve the mandate
that people have given me.
My life experiences have
taught me the value of serv-
ice,” O’Toole is quoted as
saying. He goes on to say in
the release that he will contin-

ue to push for local good pay-
ing jobs, jobs that will
strengthen the energy, agricul-
tural and automotive sectors
for the riding of Durham.

O’Toole will finish the
term that the Former
Conservative MP Hon.
Beverly Oda left on July 31st.

Coming in a distant sec-
ond, New Democratic Party
candidate Larry O’Connor
received just over 26 percent
of the vote. O’Connor stated
in an interview on Monday
night, “I am pleased with the

campaign we’ve run and I
hope Mr. O’Toole accom-
plishes what he has set forth.” 

O’Connor said, “While
I’m disappointed with the
result of the night, I respect
the residents and the final
result. I am pleased that we
did well in areas where we
thought we weren’t going to
do well and we won polls
which the NDP have not won
before.”

O’Connor says that his
political future isn’t clear
right now, “I’ll be taking

much needed rest for the next
few days and see where life
takes me.” 

One NDP Supporter said,
“The better man lost tonight.
Erin didn’t win because of his
record he won only because of
his father. If his name was
anything but O’Toole he
would have lost this election.” 

Liberal Candidate Grant
Humes again placed third
with 17 percent of the vote.
Humes said during his con-
cession speech, “I am pleased
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HO HO HO! - Children lined up along the parade route to see Santa and Mrs. Claus touch down in Orono Saturday morning
for the 1st Santa Claus parade to be held in the Village since 1959.

BUDGET see page 3

Move over Durham it’s now the O’Toole Riding 

O’TOOLE RIDING see page 5
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Create Your Create Your 
Own Parade Own Parade 

Button!Button!
To commemorate the tradition of 

the parade, every year a new Santa 
Claus parade button is released.

 Try making one yourself!

Materials Needed:
An old button, paper, markers or crayons 

to decorate your button!

Step One:
Cut out a button sized circle from a piece 
of paper. Try tracing a soup can or other 

round object to get the perfect circle!

Step Two:
Decorate your parade button any way 
you like! Draw your favourite winter or 
holiday scene, or look at these historic 

parade buttons for inspiration!

Step Three:
Once you are finished creating your 

button face, attach it with glue to your old 
pin. Your pin is now ready to wear and to 

show your holiday cheer!


