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Educated 
by Tara Westover 

 
1. Many of Tara’s father’s choices have an obvious impact on Tara’s life, but how 

did her mother’s choices influence her? How did that change over time? 
 
2. Tara’s brother, Tyler, tells her to take the ACT. What motivates Tara to follow his 

advice?  
 
3. Charles was Tara’s first window into the outside world. Under his influence, Tara 

begins to dress differently and takes medicine for the first time. Discuss Tara’s 
conflicting admiration for both Charles and her father.  

 
4. Though much of Tara’s education takes place in classrooms, lectures, or other 

university environments, her earlier education also influenced her. What are 
some of Tara’s other important moments of “education”? What friends, 
acquaintances, or experiences had the most impact on Tara? What does that 
imply about what an education is? 

 
5. Eventually, Tara confronts her family about her brother’s abuse. How do the 

different members of her family respond? 
 
6. What keeps Tara coming back to her family as an adult? 
 
7. Ultimately, what type of freedom did education give Tara? 
 
8. Tara wrote this memoir at the age of thirty while in the midst of her healing 

process. Why do you think she chose to write it so young, and how does this 
distinguish this book from similar memoirs? 

 
9. Tara paid a high price for her education: she lost her family. Do you think she 

would make the same choice again? 
 

 
The above questions were adapted from  

http://www.penguinrandomhouseaudio.com/discussion-guide/550168/educated/ to 
enhance your discussion of the book. 

  

http://www.penguinrandomhouseaudio.com/discussion-guide/550168/educated/


 

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

