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Woman in the Library 
by Sulari Gentill 

 
 

1. When Freddie, Whit, Cain, and Marigold get coffee together for the first time, 
Freddie mentions that it was the start of her friendship with a killer. Who did you 
suspect in that moment? 

 
2. Thanks to the emails, we are regularly reminded that Freddie’s story is fiction. 

Did that change your experience of the mystery at all? 
 

3. Freddie, Whit, Marigold, and Cain become intimate friends very quickly. Have 
you ever made friends in a similar way? What circumstances (besides 
manufactured peril) led to these types of sudden, intense friendships? 
 

4. Marigold insists to the others, “A scream is supposed to bring help, and we heard 
her scream.” Do you think of yourself as being responsible for strangers? How 
effective is bystander intervention? 
 

5. Describe the role of Freddie’s neighbor Leo. How does he change Freddie’s 
perspective? 
 

6. Freddie questions herself for trusting Cain several times but never really changes 
her mind. Where do you think her loyalty comes from? 
 

7. In his emails, Leo insists that Hannah specify the races of her characters, 
pointing out that it could drastically change their experiences and perspectives in 
a story set in America. What does a story gain by making race explicit? What are 
the potential drawbacks? 
 

8. Caroline and Whit planned to test whether they could goad Cain back into a life 
of crime. If they had executed their plan as they originally intended, what do you 
think would have happened?  
 
 
 

The above questions were taken from 
https://readinggroupchoices.com/books/woman-in-the-library/ 

                              to enhance your discussion of the book. 

https://readinggroupchoices.com/books/woman-in-the-library/
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Sulari Gentill was born in Sri Lanka, learned to speak English in Zambia, and grew up in 
Brisbane, Australia. She studied astrophysics before becoming a corporate lawyer but 
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Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 
 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  Visit our website at 
www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the 
availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request Form. 

Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 

Terms of Loan 

• This kit includes 12 regular print copies and 1 audiobook copy. 

• 6-week loan period 

• No renewals 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

• Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one member’s card. 

• The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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