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1. Shaker Heights is almost another character in the novel. Do you believe “the
best communities are planned?” Why or why not?

2. There are many types of mother/daughter relationships in the novel. Which
relationship did you find most interesting?

3. The fate of Mayling/Mirabelle is a multilayered and heartbreaking debate. Who
do you think should raise her?

4. How is motherhood defined throughout the novel?
5. What, ultimately, bothers Elena most about Mia?

6. Pearl has led a singular life before arriving in Shaker, but once she meets the
Richardson’s, she has a chance to become normal. Is that a good thing?

7. What do you think about the conclusion of the book? Were you shocked by the
ending?

8. The book is written from the perspective of different characters. How does the
change of narrator affect the reader's experience of the novel?

9. lzzy chose, “this be the verse” to sum up her life. Based on lzzy’s experience
is the poem accurate?

10.What does the title and book dedication mean to you?

The above questions were adapted from https://www.celesteng.com/book-groups/ to
enhance your discussion of the book.
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Terms of Use

Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag! These kits contain 12
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a
discussion guide.

Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request

Form.

Booking a Kit

Booking may be made up to a year in advance

Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability

Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm
your booking.

Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date.

Terms of Loan

12 copies are included in each kit
6 week loan period.
$3.00 per day late fee.
No renewals.
Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch.
Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior
drop box.
All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card.
The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for:
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members;
and
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or
lost book varies depending on the item.
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