
 

Book Club in a Bag 
Discussion Questions 

The Giver of Stars 
by Jojo Moyes 

1. While writing and researching The Giver of Stars, author Jojo Moyes visited 
Kentucky several times, stayed in a tiny cabin on the side of a mountain, rode 
horses along the trails, and met the people of Kentucky. Did the characters and 
sense of place feel authentic to you? 
 

2. Alice, a Brit, is an outsider, but eventually acclimates to her new home in 
Appalachia, and even falls in love with her new home. She grew up in a rarefied 
world in England, so the change to "unremarkable" Baileyville proved quite the 
shock to her system. Have you ever moved to a distinctly different location? What 
was that transition like? How did you adapt? 
 

3. Literacy and censorship are significant issues in The Giver of Stars, issues that 
affect the women of the novel very differently from the men. Why do you think Moyes 
chose to focus on these topics? 
 

4. The novel features families from vastly different backgrounds, and one of the central 
issues in the book is that of class inequality. In which scenarios did you see these 
dynamics play out, and between which characters? 
 

5. There are numerous ways in the book in which the acquisition of knowledge 
changes characters’ lives: protecting their homes, educating their families, liberating 
themselves from marriages. Have you ever experienced such a shift—after gaining 
new knowledge—in your own life? How did it happen? If not, what held you back 
from making a change? 
 

6. The relationships between men and women in this book vary greatly—from Margery 
and Sven’s loving, mutual respect and passion, to Bennett and Alice’s bewildered 
lack of understanding to the true love affair that blossoms between Alice and Fred. 
How did you come to understand the differences among these relationships? Did 
you relate to any of them in particular or to any of the problems these women faced 
in their romantic relationships? 

 
The above questions were taken from https://www.litlovers.com/reading-

guides/fiction/11675-giver-of-stars-moyes?start=3 your discussion of the book.  
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Author Biography 
 
Jojo Moyes is a novelist and journalist. Her books include the bestsellers Me Before 
You, After You and Still Me, The Girl You Left Behind, The One Plus One and her short 
story collection Paris for One and Other Stories. Her novels have been translated into 
forty-six languages, have hit the number one spot in twelve countries and have sold over 
thirty-eight million copies worldwide. Me Before You has now sold over fourteen million 
copies worldwide and was adapted into a major film starring Sam Claflin and Emilia 
Clarke. Jojo lives in Essex. 
 
From author website: https://www.jojomoyes.com/ 

  

Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 
 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  Visit our website at 
www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of available titles, view the 
availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request Form. 

Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance. 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability. 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 

Terms of Loan 

• This kit includes 11 regular print books and 1 audiobook. 

• 6-week loan period 

• No renewals 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

• Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one member’s card. 

• The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members. 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 
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