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The Breadwinner 
by Deborah Ellis 

 
1. What is Father’s job and why is Parvana able to help him go to work and stay 

with him while he works? 
 

2. Who lives in Parvana’s family, and what kind of housing do they have? 
 

3. How had Kabul changed due to war? 
 

4. How did the rule of the Taliban change the lives of Parvana’s family? 
 

5. Why does Parvana have to go get water for the family? Why is the water boiled? 
 

6. Why do the four soldiers burst into the room and take Father away? What would 
you do if this happened to someone in your family? 
 

7. Why was Parvana scared to go shopping alone? How were women supposed to 
shop? Why did the Taliban hit Parvana with the stick for shopping? 
 

8. Compare and contrast Mother and Mrs. Weera. What do their responses to the 
hardships they suffer under the Taliban regime reveal about their characters? 
 

9. What is the significance of The Breadwinner’s title? 
 

10. Parvana pays particular attention to her father’s shalwar kameez. What is the 
garment’s significance and how does that significance change over the course of 
the novel? 
 

11.  What does Mrs. Weera show Parvana as they are getting ready to leave? Why 
does she hide it under her burqa?  
 

The above questions were taken from 
https://www.gradesaver.com/the-breadwinner/study-guide/essay-questions and  

Microsoft Word - CHL0221d.doc (readdonegal.com) 
to enhance your discussion of the book. 

https://www.gradesaver.com/the-breadwinner/study-guide/essay-questions
https://readdonegal.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Breadwinnerquestions.pdf
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Junior Book Club in a Bag Terms of Use 
 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  Visit our website at 
https://www.cplma.ca/catalogue-collections/library-of-things/book-club-in-a-bag-junior/   
to see a list of available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a 
Bag Request Form. 

Booking a Kit 

• Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

• Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

• Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

• Pick up your hold at the circulation desk. Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick-up date. 

Terms of Loan 

• This kit includes 12 regular print copies. 

• 6-week loan period 

• No renewals 

• Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

• Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

• All items are checked out to one member’s card. 

• The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all items to their group members and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items.  
o The cost of a damaged or lost book varies depending on the item. 

http://deborahellis.com/
https://www.cplma.ca/catalogue-collections/library-of-things/book-club-in-a-bag-junior/

