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1. Just how dysfunctional is the Plumb family and why? Why do the siblings allow 
Leo to have such power over them? If you could advise any or all four of them, 
how would you counsel them about living their lives? 
 

2. At the beginning of the book, each of the siblings has a drink at a Manhattan 
watering hole before meeting the others. What do those moments reveal about 
them? 
 

3. Melodie, Beatrice, Jack and Leo all have behaved somewhat (or very) 
irresponsibly. Is there one of them with whom you sympathize more than the 
others? Or are they all caught up in a sense of their own entitlement? 
 

4. How would you live your life if you knew you were to receive a fair amount of 
money down the line? 
 

5. Discuss the secondary characters and the roles they play in the story: 
grandchildren, Jack’s husband, Melody’s husband, Leo’s girlfriend, and Bea’s 
boss. 
 

6. Ultimately, this book is about defining ourselves as individuals within a family (or 
even a career). How does each character learn who he or she is and what 
ultimately makes for a fulfilling life? 

 
 
 

The above questions were created by LitLovers. For supplemental information about 
this book, in addition to tips and tricks for running a book club, please visit 

www.litlovers.com. 
 
  

http://www.litlovers.com/


  

Book Club in a Bag  
Terms of Use 

 
Simplify your book club selection with Book Club in a Bag!  These kits contain 12 
copies of book-club-worthy titles, from biography to historical suspense, along with a 
discussion guide. 
 
Visit our website at www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag to see a list of 
available titles, view the availability calendar and fill in a Book Club in a Bag Request 
Form. 

Booking a Kit 

 Booking may be made up to a year in advance 

 Please check the calendar accessible on our website for availability 

 Fill out the form with your information, and a staff member will be in touch to confirm 
your booking. 

 Pick up your hold at the circulation desk.  Your notification may come in a few days 
early, but it will remain available until your specified pick up date. 

Terms of Loan 

 12 copies are included in each kit 

 6 week loan period. 

 $3.00 per day late fee. 

 No renewals. 

 Kit may be picked up at or returned to any branch. 

 Kit must be returned at the desk during operating hours, not through an exterior 
drop box. 

 All 12 items are checked out to one member’s card. 

 The member who borrowed the kit is responsible for: 
o The distribution and return of all 12 items to his or her group members; 

and 
o Any damages to the books/bag, or lost items. The cost of a damaged or 

lost book varies depending on the item. 
 

http://www.clarington-library.on.ca/bookclubinabag

